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INTRODUCTION

1.
The participation of horses at international events necessitates disease testing, quarantine and re-testing as well as observation of other health protocols as specified by the international organization committee and the host country.  This document lays down a procedure protocol guidelines for the EFI veterinary authorities which should be followed in consonance with the specific requirements as laid down by the quarantine and veterinary health authorities/organizing committee of the host country.
2.
The adamancy of AQSIQ (General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine) of People’s Republic of China for permitting only 03 horses from the Indian Equestrian Contingent for 16th Asian Games at Guangzhou in spite of clear health status of all Indian participating horses also warrants other preemptive measures in future other than the veterinary protocol.

CONCEPT

3.
The equestrian protocol should broadly be covered under following segments :-

(a)
Thorough perusal and analysis of health protocol directions as issued by the host country/organizing body.

(b)
Liaison with the host country/organizing committee to clarify on issues and appraisal of procedures being followed.

(c)
Liaison with FEI authorities

(d)
Liaison with Govt of India, Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries.
(e)
Liaison with Govt of India, Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs.

(f)
Liaison and discussions with National Research Centre on Equines (NRCE), Central Military Veterinary Laboratory (CMVL) and Royal Western India Turf Club (RWITC)
(g)
Liaison with International OIE accredited laboratories
(h)
Screen testing of animals and removal of positive/doubtful reactors to specified diseases.
PRELIMINARIES

4.
Selection of Horses and Riders :  The probable participating horses and riders should be identified at least two years before the event.  Each rider should have at least three horses for one particular event.  He should qualify on all the three probables and train them equally. These horses should be tested free from all probable contagious, infectious and parasitic diseases. The health status of these horses should be well monitored.  They should be minimally exposed to the horses of lower health standards and should be stabled in a specific zone ie the Quarantine Station minimum 5 km away from other horses.

5.
Selection of Quarantine Area :  The quarantine area should be selected with prudence.  It should be near to the international airport.  There should not be any equine population especially civilian horses in 5 km radius of the Quarantine Area.  The stables should be well designed to accommodate laboratory, treatment unit including surgery and farriery and adm stores.  It should have adequate drainage system, waste disposal arrangements, bio-medical waste management, incinerator, effective rat and fly proofing arrangements, round the clock electricity including functional genset power back up, disinfection arrangements at entrance for personnel and vehicles, disinfection arrangements for riders, change room for workers, grain stores, hay stores, animal feed preparation arrangements, loading and unloading ramp and a segregation box stable.  There should be adequate co-located paddocks and work areas for horses.  The complex should be walled by double chain-link fencing with one wall (inner) being fully rat proof.  There should be residential accommodation for workers and riders co-located to the stables.  The entire area should be known free from all animal diseases, zoonotic diseases, mosquitoes, rodents, stagnated water body, snails, leeches and wild life.  The accommodation will be designated proper pre-export quarantine station, at least 6 months before the event.  However, the area should be well identified and all the above facilities should be in place from the very beginning.  The station should be got approved as the Quarantine Station from the Ministry of Agriculture, Dept of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Govt of India and a Govt Quarantine Officer for the station should be got detailed.  A close liaison with Animal Husbandry Commissioner, Joint Animal Husbandry Commissioner and the bureaucratic staff in the Ministry is essential to expedite various processes and correspondence with Foreign Missions, Indian Ambassadors abroad, quarantine authorities and CVOs of respective countries.
6.
Liaison with Host Country and Organizing Committee :  Liaison with the organizing committee and the host country should commence at least two years before the event.  The quarantine and veterinary health protocol agreement between the host country and India should be obtained from Min of Agriculture/ Animal Husbandry Commissioner and studied in detail.
7.
If the health protocol warrants residency of horses in third country/countries, the details of such countries should be obtained from the organizing committee well in time and the veterinary health protocol agreement of India with these intermediate countries should also be well understood.  Liaison should also be established with Equestrian Federations of the respective countries.

THE QUARANTINE AND HEALTH PROTOCOL FOR THE EVENT

8.
The Quarantine and Health Protocol for the event issued by the host country should be accessed from the internet.  However, an official protocol should be obtained by Equestrian Federation of India (EFI) directly or through Govt of India (Min of Agri/Min of Sports) for authenticity.

9.
The Vice President (Vet) should study the Quarantine Protocol in detail.  He should forward a copy each of the protocol to NRCE, CMVL and Member Medication Control for their information and capability development for testing of the specified diseases.  A feedback and recommendations from Director NRCE should be obtained.  Preferably, a meeting with JS (LHA), AHC, Jt AHC, Director NRCE, Lab Offr RWITC, Comdt CMVL, VP (Vet), VO Team, Secretary General EFI, Joint Secretary (EFI) should be held to discuss the protocol and issue appropriate directions to the concerned.  If NRCE is not able to perform any of the tests, they should be asked to develop the test as per OIE norms failing which the OIE approved laboratories abroad for such tests will be identified and liaison made with them through Director NRCE or directly by EFI.  The opinion/ veterinary advice of Commandant CMVL as well as Sr Lab Officer RWITC will also be obtained on the health protocol.  The VP (Vet) will make a presentation to EC Meeting of EFI on the quarantine Health protocol and apprise the members on detailed action being taken.  
10.
A panel of veterinary officers for the equestrian contingent should be approved at EC meeting of EFI well in advance in sync with the pooling of horses.  All the veterinary officers approved by EFI EC will be given a copy of the protocol for their perusal, inputs and appraisal on likely problems to be faced.  The team veterinary officer will also be selected out of the panel by EC who will be associated with the team for 6 months before their departure to event organising country.
11.
The probable date of departure of horses will be calculated based on the health protocol and post arrival quarantine requirements in the host country.  The dates for all tests and vaccinations to be carried out will be calculated well in time and action schedule prepared.
VACCINATION OF PARTICIPATING HORSES

12.
The requisite vaccinations as prescribed in the health protocol will be analysed with probability of producing cross reactive antibodies in the horses which may give false positive report for other diseases when tested.  Any vaccine likely to produce cross reactive antibodies to any of the specified disease antigens will not be administered to the horses.
(a)
Only mandatory vaccinations will be planned.

(b)
If the vaccine is officially not available in the country, an immediate action will be initiated through Min of Agriculture, Min of Health and Drug Controller of India to obtain import licence for the vaccine.  Only the approved vaccines by Ministry of Agriculture will be obtained.

(c)
A complete record of the source of vaccine and invoice details will be maintained.

(d)
Before giving any vaccination, a pre-vaccination serum samples from all horses will be drawn by a Board of Officers (BOO) and kept in a repository preferably NRCE.  One set of serum sample will be kept at CMVL for reference if warranted.

(e)
The vaccination details will be recorded in the horse passport.  The request for disease testing at various labs will invariably mention details of vaccination given to the horses along with the dates.

TEST PROCEDURES

13.
All the tests prescribed for various diseases will be studied in detail by VP (Vet) and Vet Offr of the Team.  The recommendations of Commandant CMVL as well as Director NRCE will also be obtained and analysed to identify the most appropriate test if alternatives have been prescribed.  The issue should also be discussed at the joint meeting with JS (LHA) mentioned above.  The tests likely to exhibit cross reactivity should not be undertaken.
14.
A pre-entry screening test of all horses for the listed diseases in the Quarantine and Health Protocol will be carried out immediately before putting them into quarantine ie 6 months before departure of horses to destination country.  The horses testing positive or doubtful to any of the disease will be removed from the team.  Another screening test of balance of horses will be carried out 45 days before the due date of departure for all the listed diseases in the protocol.  Any horse testing positive or doubtful for any of the diseases will be removed from the team.

15.
All the samples will be drawn in duplicate by a Board of Officers including VO Team and the Govt Quarantine Officer.  The samples will be sealed and transported on ice to NRCE through a courier to ensure that they reach the lab within 24 hr of collection.  The second sample will be kept in the custody of VO Team or Secretary General EFI for subsequent reference, if required.

TESTING AT LABORATORIES ABROAD

16.
If inevitable, certain exotic diseases prescribed by the organizing/host country may be required to be tested in OIE approved labs abroad if NRCE is unable to carry out such tests.

17.
A liaison will be established with these laboratories through Director NRCE, Director RWITC or directly by VP (Vet) to verify their capability to perform the requisite tests.

18.
If the lab is capable and willing to undertake the requisite test, an import permit from the lab will be obtained minimum one month before due date of testing.

19.
A courier agency will be identified who has agreed to transport the samples to the designated lab/labs within 24 hr of handing over of the samples to them.

20.
The samples will be collected by a BOO/Panel of VOs incl Govt Quarantine Officer, Team Veterinary Officer in the presence of riders.  The sample will be drawn in vacuotainers, serum drawn before dispatch and sealed in commercial serum vials with the marking/labeling.  These will be packed in a box containing dry ice.

21.
The test/tests required to be carried out will be explicitly mentioned in the report format alongwith vaccination details.

22.
The Director at destination laboratory will be informed telephonically and by E-mail about the dispatch of samples.  A feedback of receipt of the samples will be solicited.

23.
If financially viable, a preliminary screening test may be got done on the probable horses two months before due date of schedule test as done for tests at NRCE.
CLINICAL MONITORING

24.
Daily clinical monitoring of all the horses from day one of induction into the team is essential.  The record of all clinical findings, physiological values (temp, pulse, resp, HR), lab investigation, performance tests, biochemical tests, sickness, treatment, duration of sickness, inoculation should be maintained and authenticated by the quarantine officer.  If representative vet from  the host country is detailed to be in attendance, he should be shown all the clinical data, lab report, vaccination details and daily health status of animals.  His signatures should be obtained on daily records.

25.
Any animal showing unusual sickness should be segregated within the Quarantine Station and duly investigated.  If incurable or a disease necessitating prolonged treatment is detected, the riders should be explained and animal removed from the team and premises.
DEWORMING

26.
The horses will be dewormed in accordance with the directions in the health protocol or with a broad spectrum anthelmintic approved by the host country.

TREATMENT FOR ECTOPARASITES
27.
The horses should be treated for ectoparasites as per the ‘Health Protocol’ issued or a broad spectrum anti-parasitic application approved by the host country.

OTHER MEDICATIONS AND DOPE TESTING

28.
Other medications as specified in the protocol should be administered as per the directions issued in the Health Protocol ie a course of broad spectrum antibiotic  for 07 days etc.

29.
None of medications banned in the FEI Doping Guidelines should be administered to horses within the half life/residual effect of the drug falling beyond the probable date of collection of samples for dope testing.  If a banned drug is essentially required to be administered, its therapeutic use exemption (TUE) will be obtained from FEI well in time.

30.
The events; trials and qualifying tests where dope testing is warranted, will be apprised to VP (Vet) and Member Medication Control minimum 45 days in advance by the Secretary General EFI. The permission from FEI for testing of samples at FEI Accredited Lab (New Delhi, Hong kong or London) will be obtained by VP (Vet).  The Secretary General EFI will arrange to procure Dope Testing Kits well in advance and handover to Member Medication Control/Team Vet Offr.  VP (Vet) will arrange to collect the import permit from the designated laboratory for sending the samples through an international courier agency, which also will be identified and agreement for sending the samples fixed in advance.  The samples after the designated event/test will be drawn in duplicate (Sample ‘A’ and ‘B’) by board of officers/officials composed as per directions of FEI  and sealed by them.  Both the samples will be sent to the designated laboratory without delay.  

CERTIFICATION FROM GOVT

31.
It is the responsibility of the VP (Vet) to liaise with Min of Agriculture, Deptt of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries and obtain written status on various diseases in the country.  The disease free status on scheduled diseases specified by the host country will also be provided by the Govt for which VP (Vet) will maintain a dialogue with the Govt officials.

32.
All requisite questionnaires will be replied by the Govt to the host country.  The same will be got prepared by the VP (Vet).

ROLE OF MINISTRY OF SPORTS

33.
Min of Sports is required to issue approval of equestrian team well in time to facilitate various inter-Ministry formalities and processes viz Govt approval of visiting officials from the host country, licence for import of vaccines, departure schedules, vaccination schedules and establishing of agreement with officially approved agencies.  In case of 16th Asian Games, approval from Min of Sports was recd barely two weeks before departure resulting in failure to obtain import licence for vaccines, thus, making  EFI   face uncertainty about departure till about two weeks before beginning of the Games.
CORRESPONDENCE

34.
The host countries prefer to interact directly with the Govt.  Accordingly, all communication to host country/countries should be sent from the Min of Agriculture, Deptt of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries.  The drafts for the same should be prepared by VP (Vet)/EFI as per the requirements and personally got dispatched from MoA to the destination.  A close liaison and personal interaction with Min of Agri and Min of Sports and Youth Affairs is essential.

HIRING SERVICES OF OFFICIALLY APPROVED AGENCIES

35.
The organizing country approved facilitating agency should be identified and contracted in the initial stages itself to work out and execute all formalities including guidelines on testing of animals, coordination with the host country, transportation of participating horses and the riders as well as their return.
DOCUMENTATION

36.
All documentation and records pertaining to quarantine and health management of participating horses, their test results, clinical records should be maintained by the VO Team and scrutinized by VP (Vet).  All documents as required for the event will be sent in the boxes accompanying the team.  The original test reports will be sent in the box marked for.  Copies of all reports will be forwarded to Secretary General, EFI for maintaining records.

37.
The import permit for participating horses will be obtained from the host country before dispatch of the horses and the teams.  Only the horses complying with all quarantine and veterinary test protocol will be intimated to the host country.  Keeping a bigger strength of horses, min two per rider, will afford this flexibility of participation of requisite contingent.

QUARANTINE AT DESTINATION

38.
The quarantine requirement at destination/venue in the host country should be ascertained from the organizers/approved contract agency even if it is not specified in the quarantine and health protocol and should be calculated appropriately in the departure programme of the team and the horses.  An adequate period of rest and acclimatization of 7-8 days in the host country should also be calculated in finalizing the dates of move.

QUARANTINE ON RETURN

39.
All the horses on return from the hosting country after the events will be stationed in Govt quarantine station or if approved by the Min of Agriculture, in the original quarantine station for 01 month.  They will be subjected to all the tests as applicable to animals imported into the country from the host country.  Generally, these tests include :-

(a)
Testing for Contagious Equine Metritis (CEM) on weekly interval.

(b)
Testing for EIA : Coggins Test

(c)
Testing for Glanders : CFT

(d)
Tests for any other disease specified by Min of Agriculture, Deptt of Animal Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries

These tests will be carried out at NRCE, Hisar.

40.
These horses will be mixed with other healthy horses only on completion of quarantine and reporting negative to the laid down lab tests as well as clinical freedom to be certified by the Govt Quarantine Officer.

CONCLUSION
41.
The above procedures and guidelines will facilitate smooth conduct of compliance to Quarantine and Health Protocol of participating horses for participating at international equestrian events.
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